
Definitions

• CNE®n = Academic Novice Educator
• “created as a means for novice nurse educators to 

validate knowledge of the role of the novice nurse 
educator”

• CNE® = Academic Nurse Educator
• “created to establish nursing education as a specialty 

area of practice and create a means for faculty to 
demonstrate their expertise in this role”

• Framework: Benner’s novice-to-expert model

Source: https://www.nln.org/awards-recognition/certification-
for-nurse-educators-overview (accessed on 7/26/2024)

Novice
Expert

https://www.nln.org/awards-recognition/certification-for-nurse-educators-overview


CNE® & CNE®n: 
Comparison of Exam Content Areas
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CNE® CNE®n
Source: https://www.nln.org/awards-recognition/certification-

for-nurse-educators-overview (accessed on 7/26/2024)
Note: Table represents 130 scored items. Each examination form contains 150 items including 20 
unscored items being pretested for future use. 
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Exam comparison

CNE®: Certified Nurse Educator CNE®n: Academic Novice Educator
150 exam items 150 exam items
130 scored items 130 scored items
3 hours 3 hours
5-year certification 3-year certification
Renewable Non-renewable
$425 for NLN member $175 for NLN member
$525 for non-NLN member $225 for non-NLN member
Source: https://www.nln.org/awards-recognition/certification-

for-nurse-educators-overview (accessed on 7/26/2024)

https://www.nln.org/awards-recognition/certification-for-nurse-educators-overview

	Definitions
	CNE® & CNE®n: �Comparison of Exam Content Areas
	Exam comparison

